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Introduction

Verily all praise is for Allah, we praise Him and seek His aid and ask for His forgiveness,
and we seek refuge with Allah from the evils of ourselves and our evil actions. Whomever
Allah guides there is none who can misguide him, and whomever Allah misguides there is

none who can guide him, and | bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped
except Allah Alone, having no partner, and | bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and
His Messenger.
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“O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created from it its mate
and dispersed from both of them many men and women. And fear Allah, through whom
you ask one another, and the wombs. Indeed, Allah is ever, over you, an Observer.”
[Surah an-Nisa':1]
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“O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and die not except in a state of
Islam.” [Surah Al-i-'Imran: 102]
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“O you who believe! Fear Allah, and (always) speak words of appropriate justice that He

may make your conduct whole and sound and forgive you your sins: he who obeys Allah

and His Messenger, has already attained the highest achievement.” [Surah Al-Ahzab: 70-
71]
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As for what follows:

Verily the most truthful speech is the Word of Allah and the best guidance is the guidance
of Muhammad £, and the worst of affairs are the novelties and every novelty is an
innovation and every innovation is a going astray and every going astray is in the Fire.

Our motivation for this treatise was to follow in the footsteps of the Salaf Al-Salih
(righteous early predecessors), who were at the forefront in teaching the obligations of
Islam.

This is a brief presentation concerning the fundamentals and principles of the Creed of
Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah. It was compiled in response to many readers - students of
knowledge and average Muslims - who have expressed the need for a concise and clear
presentation of the fundamentals and rules of the Creed of the Salaf Al-Salih. Evidences
from the Qur’an and authentic Sunnah have been mentioned throughout the treatise so
that the student of knowledge may learn, memorise and act in accordance to them.

This treatise is based on the works of Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe. We have
primarily relied upon the book he has written on the subject of Agidah — Chapters on
Belief (Fusool fil-Agidah)®. The chapters have been summarised and referenced to the
original source.

We ask Allah to guide us to that which is proper - verily He is the One having authority
over that and having the Power to do so. May Allah purify our intentions and hearts and
accept our deeds from us.

Research Center for Hadith

As.sunna2014@gmail.com

! Fusool fil-Aqgidah, Darul Minhaaj publication, Riyadh, first edition, 2013.
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Summarised Biography of Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe

The Shaykh’s name is “"Abdul-"Aziz bin Marzouq al-Tarefe. He was born on 7/12/1396 AH
(7/9/1976 CE).

As for his university studies, he graduated from the college of Shariah of Imam Muhammad
bin Sa’ud University in the city of Riyadh. As for his occupations, he was a researcher for the
Ministry of the Islamic Affairs, then director of Studies and Research in the Center for
Research and Studies, and then an Islamic researcher in this same center.

He began memorising Islamic texts at the age of 13. The first text he memorised was Al-
Bayquniyyah (in the science of hadith). He memorized Kashf Al-Shubuhat, Kitab Al-Tawhid,
Fadl Al-Islam, Al-Manzoumah Al-Rahbiyyah and Bulugh Al-Maram, along with hundreds of
lines of poetry by the age of 18. He further went on to memorize Sahih Al-Bukhari, Sahih
Muslim, Sunan Abi Dawud and other books of hadith. He also memorized Manar Al-Sabil and
Al-Risalah (of Ibn Abi Zayd Al-Qayrawani) in the figh of Imam Malik.

He studied countless books in hadith, figh, usul, tafsir, adab (literature) and books of figh in
the madh-habs of Imam Abu Hanifah, Imam Ahmad, Imam Al-Shafi’i and Imam Malik. He
studied many books of hadith, including Sunan Al-Bayhaq;i, Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah, Sahih lbn
Hibban, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah, Musannaf "Abdil-Razzaq and Sunan Al-Daraqutni. Other
books studied: Fatawa Ibn Taymiyyah, Zad Al-Ma’ad, Tafsir lbn Kathir, Tafsir Al-Tabari, Tafsir
Al-Baghawi, Tafsir Al-Zamakhshari, Tafsir Al-Tha'labi, Sirah Ibn Hisham and Al-Mughni.

The Shaykh reads on average 13-15 hours a day and used to memorize between 30-50
ahadith a day!

Notable teachers:

His eminence, the great scholar, ‘Abdul-"Aziz Bin Baz
Shaykh Safi-ur-Rahman Al-Mubarkpouri

Shaykh "Abdullah Bin "Aqil

Shaykh "Abdul-Karim Al-Khudayr

Shaykh Salih Al Al-Shaykh

Shaykh Muhammad "Abdullah Al-SGmalt
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The Creed of a Muslim in Light of the Qur’an and Sunnah
Islam

Islam is the only religion accepted by Allah; none other is accepted by Him. Allah (Jz5 3¢
says,
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“And whoever desires other than Islam as a rellglon - never will it be accepted from
him...”” and He (Jz5 52) says,
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“Indeed, the religion in the sight of Allah is Islam...”?

Islam is the religion of all of the Prophets. Allah (Jz5 <) says,
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“And We have not sent before you any messenger except that We revealed to him that,
‘There is no deity worthy of worship except Me’, so worship Me."*

All the Prophets came with the same fundamentals, but differed in some of the branches
of the religion.”

2 Qur'an: Surah Imran: 85

* Qur'an: Surah Imran: 19

* Qur'an: Surah Anbiyaa: 25

> Reference: Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzougq At-Tarefe (pg. 9-12)
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The Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad &

No one can interpret Islam and clarify its meaning according to that which was meant by
Allah except Allah Himself and the Prophet &£,

The Prophet was given the responsibility to convey and clarify the religion of Islam.
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O Messenger, announce that which has been revealed to you from your Lord, and if you
do not, then you have not conveyed His message.®
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Say, "Obey Allah and obey the Messenger; but if you turn away - then upon him is only
that [duty] with which he has been charged, and upon you is that with which you have
been charged. And if you obey him, you will be [rightly] guided. And there is not upon the
Messenger except the [responsibility for] clear notification."’

The Sunnah is a revelation from Allah to His Prophet 3. If he (the Prophet ) is asked a
question and he received the answer from Allah previously, he would answer. As for if he
didn’t know the answer, then he would wait for revelation. Allah (Jz5 i) says,
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“Nor does he speak from [his own] inclination. It is not but a revelation revealed.”®

Those wishing to explain the intended meaning of Allah in the Qur’an must make sure
that their deductions meet two conditions:
1) It conforms with the Arabic language.

2) It does not contradict something that is explicitly established in the Qur'an.’

® Qur'an: Surah Maa’idah: 67

’ Qur’an: Surah Nur: 54

® Qur’an: Surah Najm: 3-4

? Reference: Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe (pg. 13-16)
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The Right of Allah

The right of Allah is to single Him out with worship, in all its forms. Allah (J53 <) says,

faxi)l G 5a ) ) g Sols 4] $3315

“And your God is one God. There is no deity [worthy of worship] except Him, the Entirely
Merciful, the Especially Merciful,”*

This also means not associating any partners with Him with the actions of the heart,
tongue or limbs.™
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Worshlp Allah and associate nothing with Him."

Major Shirk (associating partners with Allah)

The major Shirk annuls a person’s good deeds. Allah (55 32) says,
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“And it was already revealed to you and to those before you that if you should associate
[anything] with Allah, your work would surely become worthless, and you would surely be
among the losers.""

1% Qur’an: Surah Bagarah: 163

!1 Reference: Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzougq At-Tarefe (pg. 17)
2 Qur'an: Surah Nisa: 36

3 Qur’an: Surah Zumar: 65
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Allah does not forgive Shirk committed by a servant except if a person repents sincerely
from it. Allah (Jz5 i) says,
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“Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He forgives what is less than

that for whom He wills. And he who associates others with Allah has certainly fabricated a
tremendous sin.”"*
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He (J55 32) also says,
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“Indeed, those who disbelieved and averted [people] from the path of Allah and then

died while they were disbelievers - never will Allah forgive them.”"

Whosoever dies upon disbelief (like one who dies upon major Shirk) his abode will be in
the hellfire. *°

* Quran: Surah Nisa: 48
> Qur'an: Surah Muhammad: 34
16 Reference: Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzougq At-Tarefe (pg. 17)
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Faith and Disbelief

Faith and disbelief are names and rulings declared by Allah alone, therefore one is not to
be excommunicated'’ except with clear evidence and proof.

People are either believers or disbelievers. No third category exists. Allah (Jz5 <) says,
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“It is He who created you, and among you is the disbeliever, and among you is the
believer. And Allah, of what you do, is Seeing.”"®

As for the hypocrites, they are disbelievers who claim belief but hide their disbelief, like
those who outwardly proclaim belief in Allah, His books, His Messengers but do not
believe in with their hearts. This is the major hypocrisy.

The Muslims who hide disobedience and show righteousness have committed the minor
hypocrisy. Like those who do not fulfill their trust with others and have the characteristic
of lying. A hypocrite is to be treated on his apparent actions.

The general ruling with regards to the wealth and blood of a believer is that it is
prohibited to violate their sanctity. The general ruling with regards to the wealth and
blood of a disbeliever is of permissibility.

This is not without exception:
+»+» Adisbeliever may be protected by a covenant, security (given by a Muslim) or being

a resident living under the Islamic state while paying tax (Jizyah).
% A believer may be killed due to a sin that he committed."

7 Takfir: Declaring someone to be a disbeliever.
'® Qur'an: Surah Taghabun: 2
19 Reference: Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe (pg. 19-20)
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Excommunication (At-Takfir) and Some Nullifiers of Faith

We do not excommunicate (perform Takfir) except those who Allah and His Messenger
&£ have declared as disbelievers, like:

¢ Those who deny Allah and His Messenger & and those who mock them. Allah ( iz

Jz3) says,
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“And if you ask them, they will surely say, "We were only conversing and playing." Say, "Is
it Allah and His verses and His Messenger that you were mocking?" Make no excuse; you
have disbelieved after your belief. If We pardon one faction of you - We will punish

. .. 20
another faction because they were criminals.”

+»» Those who refuse to accept their authority due to their stubbornness.
+*¢ Those who deny matters which are established in the Religion.

¢ Those who lie upon Allah, Allah (Js5 i) says,
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“They only invent falsehood who do not believe in the verses of Allah, and it is those who

are the liars.”**
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“And who is more unjust than one who invents a lie about Allah or denies the truth when
it has come to him? Is there not in Hell a [sufficient] residence for the disbelievers?”?*

20 Qur'an: Surah Tawbah: 65-66
1 Qur'an: Surah Nahl: 105
22 Qur'an: Surah Ankabut: 68

in
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+»» Those who direct worship to other than Allah. Allah (Js5 5z) says,
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“And they worship other than Allah that which neither harms them nor benefits them,
and they say, "These are our intercessors with Allah " Say, "Do you inform Allah of

something He does not know in the heavens or on the earth?" Exalted is He and high
above what they associate with Him.”*

+» Those who claim knowledge of the unseen, like a magician, and those who read the
stars. Allah (Jz5 32) says,
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Say, "None in the heavens and earth knows the unseen except Allah, and they do not
perceive when they will be resurrected."**

+»* Those who claim Lordship and control of affairs, Allah (Js5 5:) says,
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Say, "Who is Lord of the heavens and earth?" Say, " Allah." Say, "Have you then taken
besides Him allies not possessing [even] for themselves any benefit or any harm?" Say, "Is
the blind equivalent to the seeing? Or is darkness equivalent to light? Or have they
attributed to Allah partners who created like His creation so that the creation [of each]

seemed similar to them?" Say, " Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the One, the
Prevailing."*
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23 Qur’an: Surah Yunus: 18
24 Qur’an: Surah Naml: 65
2 Qur’an: Surah Ra’d: 16

11
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% Those who take disbelievers as allies out of love and for seeking help®. Allah (Jjz3 %)

says,
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“0 you who have believed, do not take the Jews and the Christians as allies. They are [in
fact] allies of one another. And whoever is an ally to them among you - then indeed, he is
[one] of them. Indeed, Allah guides not the wrongdoing people.”’

Preventative factors of Making Takfir (Excommunication)

Ignorance is not accepted as an excuse from being excommunicated for a person who
was able to gain correct knowledge of Islam but was negligent of doing so or intentionally
turned away from that, such as person is ruled as a disbeliever, as his ignorance could
have been lifted by seeking knowledge but he did not do so0.?®

°® Reference: Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe (pg. 20-22)

*” Qur’an: Surah Maa’idah: 51
*8 Reference: Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe (pg. 22-24)

19
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The Reality of the Three Components of Faith (Eeman)

Faith comprises of statements, actions and beliefs of the heart. All three are integral parts
of faith — if any one of these three are absent, it can not be regarded as faith.

Correct beliefs such as wanting good for people and being free from envy are not
sufficient for establishing a person’s faith as these are even accepted by disbelievers.

What is required is the statement and actions of the heart.
What is meant by statement and action of the heart?

The statement of the heart: conviction that only Allah deserves to be worshipped and
Muhammed is His Messenger & and whatever the Prophet & came with is the truth.

The action of the heart: love of Allah, His Prophet £, His religion and loving what Allah
and His Messenger ¥ love. Also, singling Him out in worship.

What is meant by speech?

Righteous actions such as truthfulness and kindness to parents are not sufficient for
establishing a person’s faith as these are even accepted by disbelievers.

What is meant by action?

Actions that Prophet Muhammad ££ specifically conveyed e.g. Prayer, Zakah, Saum
(Fasting), Hajj (pilgrimage) etc.

Faith after disbelief is not established except by the conviction with the heart of the
Prophethood (of Muhammad ,(3££ and by the actions of the heart e.g. loving Allah ( e
Ja3) and His Messenger %2 and whatever they love, and then the statement of the
tongue, then action of the limbs. *°

2% Reference: Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe (pg. 25-29)

12
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Faith Increases and Decreases

Faith increases and decreases and even becomes non existent; it increases with good
deeds and decreases with disobedience. It doesn’t become non-existent, except by
disbelief or polytheism. Allah (Jz35 32) says,
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“The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, their hearts become fearful,
and when His verses are recited to them, it increases them in faith; and upon their Lord
they rely.”*

And He (J55 i2) says,
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“....and those who have believed will increase in faith...”>!

And He (J55 i2) says,
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It is He who sent down tranquility into the hearts of the believers that they would
increase in faith along with their [present] faith.>

*® Qur’an: Surah Anfal: 2

! Qur’an: Surah Muddaththir: 31

32 Qur’an: Surah Fath: 4. Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe
(pg. 27-29)

11
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The Names and Attributes of Allah

Allah has lofty attributes and beautiful names. No one knows about Allah better than He
does of Himself, so we only negate what He negated from Himself, in the Qur'an and
Sunnah.

We negate all imperfections, and do that generally. We affirm all attributes of perfection
and do that in detail, without Takyeef (enquiring into their true nature) and Tamtheel
(likening His attributes to those of the creation)

It is not permissible to compare the attributes of Allah to anything. There is nothing like
unto Him. Allah (Jz5 32) says,
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“There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the Hearing, the Seeing.”**

Allah is Above His Throne

Allah (Jz5 i2) is above His throne, in a manner which suits His Majesty. Allah (Jz5 3<) says,
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“He is the First and the Last, the Ascendant and the Intimate, and He is, of all things,
Knowing. It is He who created the heavens and earth in six days and then established
Himself above the Throne. He knows what penetrates into the earth and what emerges
from it and what descends from the heaven and what ascends therein; and He is with you
wherever you are. And Allah, of what you do, is Seeing.”**

** Qur’an: Surah Shura: 11. Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-
Tarefe (pg. 31-35)

** Qur’an: Surah Hadid: 3-4. Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-
Tarefe (pg. 31-35)

i
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Allah Being with His Creation (Ma’iyyah) In Knowledge, Sight and Hearing

His Ma’iyyah (being with His creation): it is the encompassment of all the creation, with
His Knowledge, He Sees what they do, and hears what they say. Allah (J55 <) says,
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“_..and He is with you wherever you are.”*

His Ma’iyyah with His friends, can be of assisting them with His help, giving victory or
protection like how Allah (Js5 i<) said to Musa and Harun:
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“Fear not. Indeed, | am with you both; | hear and | see.”*®

The Will of Allah
Nothing happens unless ordained by Allah (Jz5 32). Allah (Jz5 52) says,
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“Such is Allah; He does what He wills.”*’

And He (Jz5 32) says,
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“_..but Allah does what He intends.”*®

3> Qur'an: Surah Hadid: 4

*® Qur’an: Surah Taha: 46. Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe
(no. 31-35)

37 Qur'an: Surah Imran: 40

3% Qur’an: Surah Bagarah: 253. Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzougq At-
Tarefe (pg. 31-35)
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Qur’an; The Words of Allah

The Qur’an is the speech of Allah (Js5 i2). He spoke it directly- its letters, verses and
chapters. Allah (Jz5 i2) says,

“And Allah spoke to Moses with [direct] speech.”*®

And He (Jz5 32) says,
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“And when Moses arrived at Our appointed time and his Lord spoke to him...”*°

The speech of Allah is preserved in the breasts, heard with ears, inscribed (in parchment).
Allah has preserved it in Al-Lawh Al-Mahfouz. Allah (Jz5 i) says,
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“Rather, the Qur'an is distinct verses [preserved] within the breasts of those who have
been given knowledge.”*!
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“And if any one of the polytheists seeks your protection, then grant him protection so
that he may hear the words of Allah.”*?
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“And [by] a Book inscribed. In parchment spread open.”*
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“But this is an honored Qur'an. [Inscribed] in a Preserved Slate.”**

39 Qur’an: Surah Nisa: 164

0 Qur’an: Surah A’raaf: 143

*1 Qur'an: Surah Ankaboot: 49
*2 Qur'an: Surah Tawbah: 6

3 Quran: Surah Tur: 2-3

* Qur'an: Surah Buruj: 21-22

17
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For the one who says the words of Allah are created, he has committed disbelief, because
speaking is from the attributes of Allah. Verily there is a difference between the speaking
of Allah and the speaking of His creation. Allah (Jz5 3<) says,
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“Indeed, your Lord is Allah, who created the heavens and earth in six days and then
established Himself above the Throne. He covers the night with the day, [another night]
chasing it rapidly; and [He created] the sun, the moon, and the stars, subjected by His

command. Unquestionably, His is the creation and the command; blessed is Allah, Lord of
the worlds.”*

It is the words of Allah though it is the recitation of the reciter, as some of the people of
knowledge have said,

SuWl fﬁlf fl&)lg Sl Ogo Ggall

“The voice is the voice of the reciter and the speech is the Speech of the Originator.”

Meaning: That which is being recited is the Speech of Allah. As for the voice and
pronunciation it is created by Allah.*

*> Qur'an: Surah A’raaf: 54
% Reference: Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe (pg. 37-39)
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Conformity between Naql (Text) and “Aql (Intellect)

Matters of the religion are understood with a combination of textual evidences and sound
intellect. If there is an apparent conflict, then the textual evidences are given precedence,
as it is the knowledge of the Perfect Creator, whereas the intellect is knowledge of a
deficient creation.

We submit to whatever Allah commands and prohibits, and believe in His statements. If
we know of its wisdoms, we accept it, and if we do not, we submit and believe in it.

Whoever says | don’t believe in rulings except that which is perceived by the intellect, and
that which isn’t | do not, then he has given precedence of the intellect over text, whatever
the intellect can’t grasp, doesn’t mean it does not exist, but rather we can’t grasp it, as
our intellect has limits.*’

*" Reference: Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe (pg. 41-44)
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Legislation is for Allah Alone

Legislation belongs to Allah — He legalises whatever He wants, and prohibits whatever He
wants, according to his wisdom and knowledge. His legislations have come for the
betterment of both worlds. His orders and prohibitions are not lifted in a place or time
except with His permission.

We do not separate the legislations of the religion from the worldly matters. All of them
are religious and worldly:

+» Religious: Prayer, fasting, Hajj, remembrance, etc

+» Worldly: Buying and selling, marriage, divorce and inheritance

Whoever differentiates between them, making religious authority for Allah, and worldly
authority for other than Him, has disbelieved, because legislation is an exclusive right of
Allah. Whoever makes it for other than Him is just like one who makes sujood
(prostration) a right for other than Allah. Allah (J55 <) says,
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“Legislation is not but for Allah. He has commanded that you worship not except Him.”*®
Those who separate the rulings of the religion from the rulings pertaining to the Dunya
(worldly affairs) and foster the view that Allah legislates what is in the religion whilst man
legislates on issues related to worldly affairs — like what the people of liberalism say — has
disbelieved, as legislation is only for Allah alone. Allah (J53 32) says,
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“So do you believe in part of the Scripture and disbelieve in part?”*° for one who
disbelieves in part of it (the Qur’an), has disbelieved in all of it.

*® Qur'an: Surah Yusuf: 40
* Qur'an: Surah Bagarah: 85
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Allah has commanded that ruling between people must be with what has been revealed
to His Messenger from the Book (Qur’an) and wisdom (Sunnah). Allah (Jz5 52) says,
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“And judge, [O Muhammad], between them by what Allah has revealed and do not follow
their inclinations and beware of them, lest they tempt you away from some of what Allah
has revealed to you.”*°

/T

°® Qur’an: Surah Maa’idah: 49. Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzougq At-
Tarefe (pg. 45-49)

21



ddly OLS) s g0 @ @J.m.LI duude
The Decree of Allah

The decree of Allah is the divine preordainment of all things before their creation. All
creation has been created with decree before their existence. Allah (Jz5 52) says,
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“and He has created each thing and determined it with [precise] determination.”*
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“Indeed, all things We created with predestination.”>

gdde 38 4l jal 585

“And ever is the command of Allah a destiny decreed.”

The decree of Allah is comprehensive — both the good and bad of it, as Umar ibn Al-
Khattab narrates that the Prophet &£ said:
w5 - 0% - %8 - ed.
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“and you affirm your faith in the Divine Decree, the good and evil.”>*

The decree of creation is written in a book, with Allah, Allah (Jz5 3<) says,
e
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“We have not neglected in the Register a thing.”>”

And He (J55 i2) says,
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“and all things We have enumerated in a clear register.”>®

>! Qur’an: Surah Furgan: 2

>2 Qur’an: Surah Qamar: 49

>3 Qur'an: Surah Ahzaab: 38

>* Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 8)
>> Qur'an: Surah An’aam: 38

>® Qur’an: Surah Yasin: 12
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The creation of Allah (Jz5 i) is of two types:
1) Those things which do not have a choice, like the planets and the universe.

2) Those who have a will and are able to choose between two things, like mankind
and Jinn and the angels. Their will and ability are subject to the will and decree of
Allah, as Allah (Jz5 i) says,
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“It is not except a reminder to the worlds. For whoever wills among you to take a right
course. And you do not will except that Allah wills - Lord of the worlds.””’

Allah has created His servants and also their actions that they do, Allah (Jz5 i) says,
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“He said, ‘Do you worship that which you [yourselves] carve, while Allah created you and

that which you do?'"®

>’ Qur’an: Surah Takwir: 27-29
> Qur’an: Surah Saffaat: 95-96. Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-
Tarefe (pg. 51-54)
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The Hereafter

Death is a reality. From Eemaan (faith) is belief in everything that happens after it, as
mentioned in the revelation, like the trial of the grave and its delights and punishments.

Allah (Jz5 i) says,
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“Everyone upon the earth will perish. And there will remain the Face of your Lord, Owner
of Majesty and Honor.”>*

Belief in resurrection and the Day of Reckoning is part of Eeman. Allah (55 32) says,
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“And the Horn will be blown; and at once from the graves to their Lord they will
hasten.”®°

A doubter in this is a disbeliever in Allah, as Allah (J53 <) says,
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“But as for those who disbelieved, [it will be said], ‘Were not Our verses recited to you,
but you were arrogant and became a people of criminals?’ And when it was said, 'Indeed,

the promise of Allah is truth and the Hour [is coming] - no doubt about it', you said, 'We
know not what is the Hour. We assume only assumption, and we are not convinced."®*

>9 Qur’an: Surah Rahman: 26-27
60 Qur’an: Surah Yasin: 51
®> Qur’an: Surah Jathiyah: 31-32
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As well as for the one who denies the hereafter, Allah (Js5 32) says,
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“But they have denied the Hour, and We have prepared for those who deny the Hour a

Blaze.”®?

From Eemaan is belief in accountability on the Day of Resurrection. Allah (Jz5 3<) says,
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“And We place the scales of justice for the Day of Resurrection, so no soul will be treated

unjustly at all. And if there is [even] the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it forth.
And sufficient are We as accountants.”®

Also, Eemaan in reward and punishment, paradise and hellfire. Allah (Js35 32) says,
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“As for those who were [destined to be] wretched, they will be in the Fire. For them
therein is [violent] exhaling and inhaling.”®*

He (J55 32) also says,
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“And as for those who were [destined to be] prosperous, they will be in Paradise...”

®2 Qur’an: Surah Furgan: 11
®* Qur’an: Surah Anbiyaa: 47
** Qur’an: Surah Hud: 106
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Disbelievers are in the hellfire and believers are in paradise. Allah (Jz5 3<) says,
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“And as for those who disbelieved, | will punish them with a severe punishment in this
world and the Hereafter, and they will have no helpers." But as for those who believed

and did righteous deeds, He will give them in full their rewards, and Allah does not like
the wrongdoers.”®

One must believe in all authentic evidences about affairs of the afterlife e.g. the bridge,
scales, cistern, scroll of good and bad deeds.®®

®> Qur’an: Surah Imran: 56-57
°® Reference: Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe (pg. 55-56)
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Sticking to The Jama’ah (Group)
Sticking to the Jama’ah (group) is obligatory, and there is no Jama’ah without an Imam.

Obeying the Imam is in obedience to Allah. Allah (Jz5 i2) says,
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“0O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority

among you.”®” His saying “among you” means from amongst the Muslims.

The leadership of a disbelieving Imam and one pledging allegiance to him is not correct. It
is not obligatory to obey him except that which keeps his religion upright, not worldly
affairs.

If there is no Muslim ruler who is knowledgeable of the religion, one is to take from the
scholar who keeps issues related to the religion and worldly affairs upright. Allah (Jzs <)
says,

s S

v _ o//&o <% o~ $ £ 0%, o% o - (% -
1693 85 4y lseld] G52l o SV Ge 54l e2ilz 13]5
9 o o - 2 0 o0 ~ -~ W3 (-7 © °

“And when there comes to them information about [public] security or fear, they spread
it around. But if they had referred it back to the Messenger or to those of authority
among them, then the ones who [can] draw correct conclusions from it would have

known about it.”®®
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67 Qur’an: Surah Nisa: 59
68 Qur’an: Surah Nisa: 83.
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It is not allowed to rebel against him. One bears oppression with patience, as long as
clear-cut disbelief has not been committed. It has been authentically narrated:
2
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On the authority of Umm Salamah (wife of the Prophet &£) that she said: Amirs will be
appointed over you, and you will find them doing good as well as bad deeds. One who
hates their bad deeds is absolved from blame. One who disapproves of their bad deeds is
(also) safe (so far as Divine wrath is concerned). But one who approves of their bad deeds
and imitates them (is doomed). People asked: Messenger of Allah, shouldn't we fight
against them? He &£ replied: No, as long as they say their prayer.

He is to be advised with wisdom and knowledge with that which will remove and reduce
evils and not by filling their souls with satisfaction. It has been authentically narrated:
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On the authority of Tamim Al-Dari: The Prophet &£ said, "The religion is Naseehah
(sincerity)."We said, "To whom?" He &£ said, "To Allah, His Book, His Messenger, and to
the leaders of the Muslims and their common folk."®

It is not allowed to follow his mistakes, and expose and spread it. He is to be advised
secretly. If he legalises a vice and spreads it — if one is sure that advising in private will be
effective, he must do so, if not, clarification must be given to the masses.

% sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 55a)
7% Reference: Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe (pg. 57-60)
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Jihad

Jihad exists until the day of judgement; it does not cease on earth for a moment as long
as the Qur’an remains. It has been authentically narrated:
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Jabir bin 'Abdullah reported: | heard the Messenger of Allah &£ say: A section of my
people will not cease fighting for the Truth and will prevail till the Day of Resurrection....”!

It is not required to seek permission for defensive Jihad. Only intention of prevention and
repelling of harm is required. It is obligatory to defend one’s honour, soul and wealth. It
has been authentically narrated:

Ssd Jd 32 Ws@dﬂl@odﬂlJ&w)mchﬁS&WC};
555 daad 388 403 G55 JB (25 Mg d 548 dud O9d IS (525 dd 588 Us

09/

Wsesdmlusbdd

Sa’eed bin Zaid narrated: that he heard the Messenger of Allah &£ saying: "Whoever is

killed over his wealth then he is a martyr, and whoever is killed over his religion, then he

is a martyr, and whoever is killed over his blood, then he is martyr, and whoever is killed
over his family, then he is martyr."”

It is also authentically narrated (in summarised form) in Bukhari and Muslim,
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Narrated by ‘Abdullah bin "Amr: | heard the Prophet (¥£) saying, "Whoever is killed while
protecting his property then he is a martyr."”

"1 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 156)

"2 Hasan: Recorded in Sunan Abu Dawud (no. 4772), Sunan Nasa’i (no. 4095) and Sunan Tirmidhi (no.
1421). Imam Tirmidhi said “This Hadith is Hasan.”

73 sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 2480) and Sahih Muslim (no. 141a)
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It is obligatory to repel an assailant or transgressor of one’s honour, soul or wealth,
whether the aggressor is a Muslim or not. It was collected by An-Nasa’i:
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It was narrated from Qabus bin Mukhariq that his father said: "I heard Sufyan Ath-Thawri
narrating this Hadith, he said: 'A man came to the Prophet &£ and said: "What if a man
comes to me and wants to take my wealth?" He said: "Remind him of Allah." He said:
"What if he pays no heed?" He said: "Seek the help of the Muslims around you against
him." He said: "What if there are no Muslims around me?" He said: "Seek the help of the
ruler against him." He said: "What if the ruler is far away from me?" He said: "Fight to
defend your wealth until you either become one of the martyrs of the Hereafter, or you
protect your wealth (successfully)."”*

It is obligatory in offensive Jihad to intend elevating the Word of Allah, as it has been
authentically narrated:
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Narrated Abu Musa: A man came to the Prophet & and asked, "O Allah's Messenger 3!

What kind of fighting is in Allah's cause? (I ask this), for some of us fight because of being

enraged and angry and some for the sake of his pride and haughtiness." The Prophet 3

raised his head (as the questioner was standing) and said, "He who fights so that Allah's
Word (Islam) should be superior, then he fights in Allah's cause."”

7 sahih: Recorded in Sunan Nasa’i (no. 4081), Musannaf of ibn Abi Shaybah (no. 28043), Musnad of
Imam Ahmad (no. 22514) and Al-Kabeer (20/313) of At-Tabarani.
’> sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 123) and Sahih Muslim (no. 1904)
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The Imam is to be obeyed; he is to be listened to and obeyed in other than disobedience.
It has been authentically narrated:
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On the authority of Abu Hurairah that the Prophet &£ said: “Whosoever obeys me obeys
Allah, and whoso disobeys me disobeys Allah. Whosoever obeys the leader obeys me, and
whosoever disobeys the leader disobeys me.””®

’® sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 2956, 2957) and Sahih Muslim (no. 1835 a, b). Refer the book
‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe (pg. 61-63)
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Virtues of the Sahabah (the Companions of Prophet &%)

The best of people after the Prophets are the companions of the Prophet %&£ and their
virtue has been mentioned in the Qur’an:
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“Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; and those with him are forceful against the
disbelievers, merciful among themselves. You see them bowing and prostrating [in
prayer], seeking bounty from Allah and [His] pleasure...””’

The Sahabah were at the forefront and some from amongst them were the first of the
believers in the Prophet &£ at a time of weakness. They are closer than those companions
that came when Islam was of strength. Those companions who believed before the
Conquest of Makkah are of higher virtue then those who believed after. Allah (Js5 32) says,
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“Not equal among you are those who spent before the conquest [of Makkah] and fought
[and those who did so after it]. Those are greater in degree than they who spent
afterwards and fought...””® those who believed after the opening of Makkah also share in
the virtue because Allah (J535 32) mentions after (in the ayah),
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“But to all Allah has promised the best [reward]. And Allah, with what you do, is

Acquainted.””®

"7 Qur'an: Surah Fath: 29
8 Qur'an: Surah Hadid: 10
® Qur'an: Surah Hadid: 10
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He (J55 32) also says,
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“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the Muhajireen and the Ansar and those
who followed them with good conduct - Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased
with Him...”*°

The most virtuous amongst the forerunners of the sahabah are:

¢ The ten promised Jannah: the most virtuous amongst them are the four guided
Khulafa (leaders of the Muslims)

** Then those who attended the battle of Badr
** Then those who attended the battle of Uhud

% Then those who gave Bay’ah (allegiance) under the tree to the Prophet . Allah
(J25 3¢) says,
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“Certainly was Allah pleased with the believers when they pledged allegiance to you, [O
Muhammad], under the tree, and He knew what was in their hearts, so He sent down
tranquility upon them and rewarded them with an imminent conquest.”®*

80 Qur’an: Surah Tawbah: 100
81 Qur’an: Surah Fath: 18
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It has also been authentically narrated in the following narration:
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Jabir bin "Abdullah narrated: On the day of Al-Hudaybiyah, Allah's Messenger &£ said to
us "You are the best people on the earth!"® and they were one thousand four hundred in
number.

The Sahabah carried the revelation and transferred the religion of Islam to others.
Criticism of them is an attempt to sever the chain of the religion and doubting the
Sunnah, for they are the security (for the religion) after the Prophet &, it has also been
authentically narrated the Prophet &£ said:
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“....The stars are means of security for the heaven, [that is, the heaven is maintained
because of the delicate order among the stars]. When the stars are scattered [when that
order collapses], what was promised for the heaven befalls it [i.e. the final destruction of

the universe]. | am the means of security for my Companions [my Companions will
continue to live in peace and security as long as | am alive]. When | leave the world, what
was promised for my Companions will befall them. My Companions are means of security
for my nation (Ummah). When my Companions leave the world, what was promised for
my Ummah will befall them.”®

82 sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 4154)
8 sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 2531) on the authority of Abu Burda from his father. Refer the
book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe (pg. 65-68)
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Excommunication (At-Takfir) of a Sinner

We do not excommunicate a Muslim due to a sin, except by disbelief. Cursing Allah is an
act of disbelief. It is graver than Shirk, as it involves degrading Allah to below the level of a
stone, while polytheists elevate the level of a stone to that of Allah.

Allah (Jz5 i) says,
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“By Allah, we were indeed in manifest error. When we equated you with the Lord of the
worlds.”®

To curse Allah is a great form of disbelief. Disbelief also increases and decreases like Faith
(increases and decreases). Allah (Jz5 i) says,
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“Indeed, the postponing [of restriction within sacred months] is an increase in disbelief.”®

And He (J55 i2) says,
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“Indeed, those who reject the message after their belief and then increase in disbelief -
never will their [claimed] repentance be accepted, and they are the ones astray.”®®

8 Qur’an: Surah Shu’ara: 97-98
8 Qur’an: Surah Tawbah: 37
8 Qur’an: Surah Imran: 90
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Their (the disbelievers) increase or decrease (in disbelief) does not take them out of the
Hellfire, but it makes their punishment more severe or less (depending on their level of
disbelief), as Allah (Jz35 32) says:
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“Those who disbelieved and averted [others] from the way of Allah - We will increase
them in punishment over [their] punishment for what corruption they were causing.”®’

We do not specifically declare a person to be in Paradise or Hellfire, except those testified
by Allah (Js35 z) and His Prophet $&£. Whoever dies as a believer, he is from people of
Paradise and whoever dies as a disbeliever is from the people of the Hellfire.®®

87 Qur'an: Surah Nahl: 88
8 Reference: Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzouq At-Tarefe (pg. 69-70)
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True Freedom

The true freedom: Freeing oneself from worshipping anything besides Allah (Jz5 32).

Allah (Jz5 i2) says,
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“Have you seen he who has taken as his God his [own] desire, and Allah has sent him
astray due to knowledge and has set a seal upon his hearing and his heart and put over
his vision a veil? So who will guide him after Allah? Then will you not be reminded?”®

Entering Islam is obligatory and leaving it is apostasy. Allah (Jz5 i) says,
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“And whoever of you reverts from his religion [to disbelief] and dies while he is a
disbeliever - for those, their deeds have become worthless in this world and the

Hereafter, and those are the companions of the Fire, they will abide therein eternally.”®°

Ubudiyah (Servitude): It is the purpose of creation and existence.

Allah says:
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“And | did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.”**

All Praise Is Due to Allah and His Blessings and Peace Be Upon His Prophet, His Family
and His Companions.

End of treatise

8 Qur’an: Surah Jathiyah: 23

%% Qur'an: Surah Bagarah: 217

! Qur'an: Surah Dhaariyaat: 56. Refer the book ‘Fusool fil-Agidah’ by Shaykh Abdul Aziz bin Marzougq At-
Tarefe (pg. 71-73)
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